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CIRCUIT COURT 

TWENTIETH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
ST. CLAIR COUNTY, ILLINOIS 


CHARLES KEEPER, 


X 


Plaintiff, j 

: Case Number 

v. : 91-L-734 

R. J. REYNOLDS COMPANY, j 

THE TOBACCO INSTITUTE, INC., : 

and REESE DRUG STORES, INC., : 

* 

Defendants. : 

------------------- x 


DEPOSITION OF WALTER NELSON WOODSON 


Washington, D. C. 
Friday, June 26, 1992 


Deposition of WALTER NELSON WOODSON, called for 
examination pursuant to notice of deposition, at the law 
offices of Covington and Burling, 1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, 
N.W., suite 1002, at 2:40 p.m. before KRISTINE A. O'CONNOR, 
a Notary Public within and for the District of Columbia, 
when were present on behalf of the respective parties: 


BRUCE N. COOK, ESQ. 

Cook, Shelvin & Keefe Ltd. 

12 West Lincoln Street 
Belleville, Illinois 62220 
On behalf of Plaintiff. 
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APPEARANCES: 

PAUL G. CRIST/ ESQ. 

— —- Jones, Day, Reavls & Pogue 
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901 Lakeside Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
On behalf of Defendant 
R. J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Company. 


LARRY E. HEPLER, ESQ. 
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Institute, Inc. 
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Washington, D. c. 

On behalf of Defendant The Tobacco 
institute, Inc. 
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8 East'Washington Street 
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On behalf of Defendant 
Reese Drug Stores, Inc. 
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PROCEEDINGS 

Whereupon, 

WALTER NELSON WOODSON 

was called as a witness and, having first been duly sworn, 
was examined and testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION 

BY MR. COOK: 

Q Would you state your full name and address, 

sir. 

A Walter Nelson Woodson. I work, and my business 
address is [DELETED] 


Q Walter Nelson Woodson, what do you do for the 
Tobacco Institute? 

A I'm a vice president in our state activities 
division. My major areas are taking care of office 
administration, dealing with agricultural concerns, work 
on tax issues, work on our youth program. And I supply 
legislative support to our regional staff. 

Q The youth programs in the various states, or do 
you work nationally, too? 

MR. HEPLER: By "nationally* he means federal. 
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BY MR. COOK: 

- -—Q- Federal means national. 

A No. It would be state related. 

Q How long — 

MR. HEPLER: Bruce, you'd like him. He doesn't 
have socks on either. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

BY MR. COOK: 

Q How long have you worked for TI? 

A Just under 9-1/2 years. 

Q How old a man are you, sir? 

a 42. 

Q where did you get college? 

A I have a BA degree from New York University. 

MR. CRIST: Bud man. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

BY MR. COOK: 

Q Is it in New York City? 

A Yes. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

BY MR. COOK: 

Q You obviously have a master's degree? 
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6 

A No. 

-- iQ You only have a bachelor's degree? 

A Yes. 

Q What was your major'field of study? 

A Political science. 

Q And following your graduation, what did you do 
first, professionally? 

A I was a legislative assistant for L.H. Fountain,, 
a now retired Congressman from North Carolina. 

Q Was he a Democrat? 

A Yes. 

Q How did you get down into North Carolina? Were 
you raised in North Carolina? 

A Yes. 

Q What part? 

A Salisbury. 

Q I'm not familiar with Salisbury, where is that? 

A It's about halfway between Greensboro and 

Charlotte. 

Q Piedmont plateau? 

A The Piedmont section of the state. 

Q If you go south of Charlotte and you're going 
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towards. Atlanta, you go through a town that has a peach as 
a wa4*»r tower. Do you know what town that is? 

A I've driven by the peach. I don't remember the 

i 

name of the town. 

i 

I 

Q As you go through, it's a huge water tower and j 

it's a peach, and if you get — j 

j 

MR. CRIST: Is it in Georgia? j 

i 

(Discussion off the record.) ! 

MR. COOK: I believe it's in North Carolina, but 
it may be in South Carolina. The peach, of course, has a I 

l 

crease on it. 

i 

(Discussion off the record.) j 

BY MR. COOK: 

Q How long did you work for Mr. Fountain? 

| 

A About three years. 

Q Was he from a tobacco growing — did he have a 
tobacco growing constituency? 

A Yes. 

Q I see you smoke Kools. Are those yours? 

A Yes. It's one brand I smoke. 

Q Don't get the hots, smoke Kools — don't remember 
that? Aren't you old enough? Penguin say that all the 
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8 

time, don't get the hot smoke Kools, do you remember that? 
MR. CRIST: No, sir. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

BY MR. COOK: 

Q How long have you smoked? 

A I think I started when I was about 17. 

Q How long did you work for Congressman Fountain? 

A About three years. 

Q And what did you do next? 

A I went to the Tobacco Institute. 

Q How long have you been vice president of state 
affairs or whatever it is? 

A A little over a year. 

Q Did you do lobbying before that? 

A No. I've never — 

Q Lobbied? 

A Lobbied. 

Q What did you do before? 

A Before my most recent position? 

Q Yes, sir. 

MR. HEPLER: You mean at TI. 

BY MR. COOK: 
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9 

Q - At TI. 

--'A I was in the state activities division. My 

title was managing director, legislative support, I 
believe. 

Q Have you ever had occasion in your state 
activities to go to Illinois? 

A I have flown through O'Hare on several 
occasions, and I can recall attending two different 
meetings in the Chicago area. 

Q You have not gone to Springfield, which is the 
capitol, to work with the legislature? 

A No. 

Q A lot of people think our legislature is a bunch 
of rascals, but you don't have that particular feeling 
yourself? 

A No. 

MR. HEPLER: Objection. 

BY MR. COOK: 

Q If you knew them better, I'm sure you'd learn to 

love them. Who would be responsible for the state of 
Illinois, with respect to legislative activities affecting 
tobacco? 
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A - Our regional vice president for that area is a 
fetioir named Bill Tristler. 

Q He's in Annapolis, I understand? j 

i 

A Yes. " j 

Q You have a contracts lobbyist there, are you | 

i 

aware of that, I believe it's the Illinois Association of ! 

Candy and Tobacco? j 

MR. HEPLiER: Illinois Association of Candy and j 

! 

Tobacco Distributors. j 

i 

THE WITNESS: Yes. j 

MR. COOK: ! 

Q Do you know those folks? 

A Yes, I've met them. 

Q Where have you met them? 

A I've met — I should say I don't know them, but I 
have met Bud Kelly at meetings at which he and other 
lobbyists have attended. 

Q Are those meetings that are set up by the j 

Tobacco Institute for your contract lobbyist? 

A Generally, we have an annual meeting for the 
state lobbyist. i 

i 

I 

Q What types of things do you"discuss with them, 

TIMN 0009513 

Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 

Nationwide Coverage 

202*347-3700 800-334-6646 410-684-2550 


http ://legacyJibrary.uosf.ecffiiilid(^ri0ff|a0[0'/pd^v.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/zxjl0001 





51785.2 

ko 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 


11 

or do you just take them out and get them — 

- —A- We discuss — 

MR. CRIST: Is there a question? 

MR. COOK: Was there a question on the floor? 

MR. HEPLER: I don't think so. 

BY MR. COOK: 

Q What types of things do you tell Mr. Kelly and 
the other contract lobbyists? 

A I personally don't communicate frequently at all 
with the lobbyist. That's a function carried out by a 
regional people and sector people. 

Q It's at the annual meeting? When I said "you," 

I meant TI, kind of an imperial. 

A We discuss tax issues. We've discussed our 
youth program. We've discussed privacy legislation. 

We've discussed smoking bans and smoking restrictions, 
that sort of thing. 

Q What is your privacy legislation? 

A Generally speaking, it is legislation that would 
prohibit discrimination against smokers regarding their 
use of tobacco products off the job. 

Q Things like buildings, in public places, 
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prohibiting people from smoking, stuff like that? 

. _Privacy legislation is more along the lines of 

preventing people from dictating smoking and perhaps other 
lifestyle choices to employees during nonworking hours. 

Q Would Mr. Kelly's role in the state of Illinois 
be to address these issues on behalf of TI? 

A He would on occasion address issues like that on 
behalf of the Institute. 

Q If there were legislation proposed that would 
restrict the use of tobacco, things like that, is he 
expected to report that to you, does he monitor the 
legislature for the Institute? 

A As a registered lobbyist for us, he has some 
responsibility in that field. Again, I don't work 
directly with the lobbyist, so I'm not aware of their 
day-to-day functions really. 

Q When I said your deposition, I thought the 
people who did work with the lobbyist would be subordinate 
to you. Mr. Tristler, I thought he would be one of your 
subordinates. It looks like that by your title, but 
that's not true? 

A No. He works for — he doesn't work for me. 
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Q . who does he work for? 

He works for Pat Donahoo. 

Q Donahoo? 

A Uh-huh. 

Q Some kind of Irish person, is that — sounds like 

it, doesn't it? 

A I'm not sure what his heritage is. 

Q I would think that Donahoo is Irish. Is it a 
man or a woman? 

A Man. 

Q Did you ever catch him painting his body blue or 
anything like that? That's typical. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

BY MR. COOK: 

Q Well, who is Mr. Donahoo's boss? 

A Curt Malmgran. 

Q So other than just general knowledge, you don't 
have anything to do with these contract people? 

A No. 

Q But, then why would you know Mr. Kelly? I don't 
quite — 

MR. HEPLER: i think he said he met him at the 
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annual meeting. 

' •* COOK: To recall his name, other than 

perhaps he had his body painted a strange color. 

(Discussion off the 'record.) 

BY MR. COOK: 

Q How do you happen to know Mr. Kelly? 

A In the eight years that I've worked at the 
Institute, I've met — 

Q Eight times? 

A Most of the contract lobbyists. 

Q Why would you meet them? 

A Well, because I would be at the meeting and we'd 

be at the same cocktail reception and in the same meeting 
room. 

Q But you wouldn't be giving them information, 
interfacing with them; it would be casual and personal, 
not business relationship? 

A. I have addressed our lobbyist meeting. 

Q What have you talked to them about, these 
things? 

A I talked about taxes and youth-related issues, 
smoking restrictions. 
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Q What are the related issues, what do you tell 
them?^ Smoking may stunt their growth? 

A That's not one of our youth-related issues. 

Q Have you ever heard.that before? 

A Sure. 

Q Do you think that that has anything to do with 

my lack of stature? I'm not very tall. I'm not 
particularly short. But I'm not very tall, and I did 
smoke when I was young. 

MR. HEPLER: I don't think he can answer the 
question as to why — 

(Laughter.) 

BY MR. COOK: 

Q What is your youth program, that's the question? j 

i 

A The youth program has several parts. In the 
states, we are supporting legislation to make 18 the age 

requirement to purchase tobacco products. 

Q What other states besides North Carolina don't 

have that? \ 

i 

A Actually, I believe North Carolina passed a law j 

on that last year. 1 

Q Last year? 
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A I think it was last year. 

_ _a It was 17 last time I was in North Carolina. 

A I believe it's now 18. Montana, New Mexico, 

there are a few others. We've been fairly successful in 

that effort. 

Q Do you object to people under 18 smoking? 

A Yes. 

Q Why? 

A I think it's a decision that is reserved for 
adults. 

Q Who reserved it to the adults, you, the 
cigarette industry? why is it reserved to adults? 

A In my view, whether it's a smoker or not or 
whether to vote or not, whether to serve in the military 
or not, are decisions that are better reserved for those 
who are 18 or older. 

Q 18-year-olds, I guess you would agree, are old 

enough to make their minds up on whether or not things 
like this should be done? 

A I would say, generally. 

Q It seems pretty reasonable, you would agree that 

that would be a reasonable age, then,"for whether or not 
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people should consume alcoholic beverages, that seems 
reAaoa^ble, doesn't it? 

A It seems reasonable to me personally. I think 
most governments have decided-on 21. 

Q That's a very good answer. 

MR. COOK: I have nothing further. Thank you 
very much for coming in. 

(Whereupon, at 3:00 p.m., the deposition was 
concluded.) 


WILLIAM NELSON WOODSON 
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I, KRISTINE A« O'CONNOR , the officer before whom 
the foregoing deposition was taken, do hereby certify 
that the witness whose testimony appears in the 

i 

foregoing deposition was duly sworn by me; that 
the testimony of said witness was taken in shorthand 
and thereafter reduced to typewriting by me or under 
my direction; that said deposition is a true record 
of the testimony given by said witness; that I am 
neither counsel for, related to, nor employed by 
any of the parties to the action in which this 
deposition was taken; and, further, that I am not 
a relative or employee of any attorney or counsel 
emploved by the parties hereto, nor financially 
or otherwise interested in the outcome of this action. 


l'diMpO O'hrviMffts 

Notary Public in and fcr the 
District of Columbia 


My Commission Expires FEBRUARY 28, 1997 
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people should consume alcoholic beverages, that seems 
reasonable, doesn't it? 

^ A It seems reasonable to me personally. i think 
most governments have decided on 21. 

Q That's a very good answer. 

MR. COOK: I have nothing further. Thank you 
very much for coming in. 

(Whereupon, at 3:00 p.m., the deposition was 
concluded.) 
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